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 1903.] MAN. [Nos. 85-86.

 England: String Figures. Hingston.
 " The Candles" String Figure in Somerset. By Miss Margaret A. 85

 Hingston.

 This variant is rather more elaborate than the Cowgate version, as described by
 the Rev J. Gray in his paper in MALN (1903. 66), and as it also shows a little
 difference in construction it may be worth recording for comparison.

 This is the story, with illust-rations, which was current in Somerset about forty
 years ago -

 The Story.

 1. A man stole a Bunch of Candles.
 2. He came home and hung them on a Peg.
 3. Then he sat down on a Chair and went to sleep.
 4. When he woke it was getting dark, so he fetched a Pair of Scissors to cut off

 a candle.

 5. Just then the policeman came in with his Truncheon.

 6. He clapped on a Pair of Hlandcuffs and marched him off to prison.
 1. Put the string across left palm, one string radial to index, the other ulnar to

 little finger, with the long loop hanging the dorsal side.
 Hold the two ends about 5 or 6 inches from the back of the left hand, and bring the

 ulnar string forward between the little and ring fingers, and the radial index string
 forward between the index and middle fingers. Pick up the palmar string in the centre
 with the right thumb and finger, and pass it over the two left middle fingers. (The
 dorsal aspect of the left hand is a loop on the little finger, one on two middle fingers,
 and one on the index, three loops altogether.)

 Take up the index loop on the palmar side distal with the index of right hand,
 and the little finger loop distal with the index of right hand, and pull out tight.

 Keep the string stretched with the right fingers. Bend left middle finger distal
 into index loop, and ring finger dist al into little finger loop. Bend little finger over its
 ulnar string, and index over its radial string, Carry the strings in the right hand to the
 back of the left hand.

 (Now there will be two long loops on the dorsal aspect of the left handy one
 enclosing the middle finger and the other the ring finger. There are also tbree loops,
 one on the index, one on the two middle fingers, and one on the little finger.)

 Put the two long loops distal through the loop on the two middle fingers.
 Draw the loop on the two middle fingers to the palmar side over the middle fingers,

 and draw gently and evenly until you get the Bunch of Candles.
 2. Put the loop from the right hand on to the left thumb. This is the Peg to hang

 the candles on.

 3. Put right index proximal into dorsal side of loop on the middle finger, and right
 middle finger proximal into dorsal side of loop on ring finger. Lift the two loops gently,
 off the fingers, and extend the figure. The loops on the right fingers form the back of
 the chair, those on the left the ]egs, and the one on the thumb the Chair.

 4. Release thumb, this makes the Pair of Scissors.

 5. Release left little finger, and the Truncheon will be made by extending the figure
 gently until the loops in the right hand look like the crown on a policeman's truncheon.

 6. Release right middle finger and make a Pair of Hanidcuffs.
 MARGARET A. HINGSTON.

 Egypt. Hall.
 Note on the Early Use of Iron in Egypt. By H. R. Hlal, M.A. nO

 Now that Professor Petrie has discovered iron in deposits of VIth Dynasty 86
 date at Abydos, the contention of those Egyptologists who ha%ve always maintained that
 iron was known to the Egyptians from the earliest times must be acknowledged to be
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